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OPENING ADDRESS TO THE SUMMER SCHOOL OF ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES 
BY DON DUNSTAN, PREMIER OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 
1 5 . 1 . 7 3 
DR. DAVIES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN; 
THANK YOU FOR INVITING ME TO OPEN THIS SUMMER SCHOOL. 
I BELIEVE I T ' S APPROPRIATE THAT SUCH A SUMMER SCHOOL SHOULD 
BE ADDRESSED BY THE LEADER OF A GOVERNMENT, BECAUSE ANY STUDY 
OF MAN'S EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT MUST EXPLICITLY AND IMPLICITLY 
INVOLVE CONSIDERATIONS THAT IN SOCIO-POLITICAL TERMS ARE 
ULTIMATELY GOVERNMENTAL. 
ONLY GOVERNMENTS HAVE THE POWER AND THE RESOURCES, AND THE 
CAPACITY (AT LEAST), TO TAKE AN ACCURATE OVER-VIEW OF HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE. ONLY GOVERNMENTS HAVE THE 
POWER TO IMPOSE EFFECTIVE CONTROLS. THAT THEY HITHERTO HAVE NOT 
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DONE EITHER, DOES NOT ALTER THE POSITION. 
BUT OF COURSE THERE ARE DIFFERENT KINDS OF GOVERNMENTS, EXERCISING 
DIFFERENT KINDS OF POWERS. AND ULTIMATELY, WHEN DEALING WITH 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS, THEY ARE ALL CONCERNED WITH MATTERS 
THAT AFFECT OTHER GOVERNMENTS, OTHER PEOPLE, OTHER INTERESTS. 
THUS, (TO USE A VERY EXTREME EXAMPLE) IF NEW SOUTH WALES AND VICTORIA 
BANNED THE INTERNAL COMBUSTION ENGINE AND REPLACED IT WITH AN 
IDEAL ELECTRIC SCOOTER, NOT ONLY WOULD THERE BE MASS UNEMPLOYMENT 
THROUGHOUT THE NATION'S STEEL AND MOTOR INDUSTRIES, BUT ALSO THERE 
WOULD BE THE PROBLEM OF GENERATING SUFFICIENT ELECTRIC POWER TO 
RUN THE SCOOTERS. 
ASIDE FROM THE POLITICAL IMPACT OF THE COLLAPSE OF THE NATION'S 
MAJOR EMPLOYERS, AND THE POLITICAL DISAFFECTION DERIVING FROM A 
CHANGE FROM THE CAR TO THE SCOOTER, ALL STATES BECAUSE OF TWO 
STATES WOULD HAVE TO DEAL WITH THE POLLUTION CAUSED BY THE RAPID 
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INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF POWER STATIONS NEEDED TO SERVE SUCH 
A CHANGE IN THE SOCIETY'S ENERGY REQUIREMENTS. 
IN TURN, THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WOULD BE DEEPLY INVOLVED BECAUSE 
BOTH ITS REVENUES AND ITS COMMERCIAL RELATIONS WITH OTHER COUNTRIES 
WOULD BE AFFECTED. 
IN FACT, AS I AM SURE WE ALL KNOW, THERE IS NO EASY SOLUTION TO 
THE EFFECTS MAN IS HAVING ON THIS PLANET. FOR AS LONG AS HE 
WANTS, OR IS REQUIRED, TO RUN AN EXPANDING ECONOMY TO SERVE AN 
EXPANDING BIRTHRATE, THE PROBLEMS WILL MULTIPLY. ULTIMATELY, ALL 
LEVELS OF NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL GOVERNMENTAL CO-OPERATION 
WILL BE NEEDED TO DEVISE A WAY OUT OF WHAT IS BECOMING AN 
INTOLERABLE CHICKEN-AND-EGG SITUATION. 
SO ON THAT PESSIMISTIC NOTE, I THINK WE SHOULD TURN TO SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA. 
4 . 
WHAT WE HAVE SET ABOUT TRYING TG ACHIEVE AT THIS STAGE IN OUR 
STATE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION POLICIES IS AN EFFECTIVE BALANCING 
OF THE ADVANTAGES OF DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS AGAINST SUCH PR0P0SAL5' 
DISADVANTAGEOUS ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS. 
THE POLICY IS EASILY STATED; ONE ONLY WISHES IT WAS AS EASY TO 
PUT INTO EFFECT. FOR SUCH A POLICY ULTIMATELY CALLS INTO 
QUESTION NEARLY EVERY ASSUMPTION THAT A SOCIETY SUCH AS OURS HAS 
MADE AS TO POPULATION, PRIVATE OWNERSHIP, EMPLOYMENT, LEISURE, 
PRIVATE ECONOMIC POWER, AND EVERY INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY. 
TAKE, FDR EXAMPLE, THE ESTABLISHMENT OF MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES 
IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA. THESE MUST BE ESTABLISHED TO PROVIDE THE 
GOODS, SERVICES AND EMPLOYMENT PEOPLE DEMAND. WE HAVE AN 
EXPANDING POPULATION; IT MUST BE FED, HOUSED, EMPLOYED, EDUCATED, 
AND KEPT HEALTHY. IT DEMANDS THOSE THINGS. AND EVERY MOVE IN 
ANY ONE OF THOSE AREAS BRINGS IN TRAIN AN INCREASING DISTURBANCE 
OF THE ENVIRONMENT. 
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IN THIS WuRLD, AT THIS TIME, THERE IS NC FORESEEABLE CUT-OFF 
POINT. WE CANNOT STOP ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE; WE CAN ONLY 
MINIMISE I T , AND THEN SOMETIMES IMPERFECTLY. PROPER ENVIRONMENTAL 
STABILITY CAN ONLY COME IN AN EDUCATED WORLD OF PEACE, INTER-
NATIONAL CO-OPERATION, AND ECONOMIC EQUALITY. 
AND I THINK THIS IS A LESSON WE MUST ALL LEARN. IT IS THE 
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MACRO AND MICRO CONSERVATION. IN SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA, I OFTEN GET THE IMPRESSION THAT SOME ENVIRONMENTALISTS 
WOULD LIKE EVERYTHING TO STOP TOMORROW. THEIR APPROACH TO ISSUES 
OF CONSERVATION IS EXTREMELY UNSELECTIVE. THERE ARE CERTAIN 
THINGS WHICH MUST AND CAN BE PROTECTED AND SAVED; BUT AS THINGS 
STAND AT THE MOMENT THE COST WILL BE DEVELOPMENT IN OTHER AREAS. 
6. 
I AM SURE THESE BROAD CONSIDERATIONS ARE KNOWN TO YOU ALL; FROM 
THE SCHOOL'S COURSE-OUTLINES, I BELIEVE YOU MAY BE ABLE TO 
FORMULATE THEM MORE PERFECTLY AT THE END OF THIS SCHOOL. 
BUT MY REMARKS ARE NOT WITHOUT POINT. I AM VERY PLEASED TO SEE 
HOW SOLIDLY THE NEW TOWN OF MURRAY IS TO BE CONSIDERED 
BY YOU OVER THE NEXT TWO WEEKS. AS MANY OF YOU WOULD KNOW, THE 
DECISION TO ESTABLISH THE NEW CITY WAS A CONSEQUENCE OF OUR 
WORRIES ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT AN INCREASING POPULATION 
•IN ADELAIDE WOULD HAVE ON THE STATE, THE METROPOLITAN REGION, AND 
ON THE CITY AS IT NOW STANDS. 
AND IN RELATION TO THIS , AND TO A NUMBER OF THE POINTS I HAVE 
MADE, I THINK IT IS APPROPRIATE TO TOUCH GENERALLY ON THE REASONS 
WHY NOT THE S I T E , BUT THE GENERAL AREA OF MURRAY, WAS CHOSEN. 
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ONCE WE HAD MANAGED TO LAY A PROPER TOWN PLANNING GROUND WORK 
IN ADELAIDE, IT BECAME OBVIOUS THAT IF THE POPULATION WITHIN THE 
METROPOLITAN PLANNING AREA WAS ALLOWED TO EXPAND INDEFINITELY, 
NOT ONLY WOULD THE PLANNING AREA BECOME UNMANAGEABLE IN TERMS 
OF SERVICES, TRANSPORT, AIR AND NOISE POLLUTION, AND SO ON, BUT 
ALSO THE RELATIVELY STABLE LIVING ENVIRONMENT WE HAVE ACHIEVED 
IN A GREAT MANY PLACES IN THE METROPOLITAN AREA WOULD BE TOTALLY 
DISRUPTED THROUGH MASSIVE RISES IN LAND VALUES AND CONSEQUENT 
REDEVELOPMENT PRESSURES. 
TAKING SUCH PRESSURES INTO CONSIDERATION, WE DECIDED THAT IT 
WOULD BE POSSIBLE TO ACHIEVE A STABLE POPULATION IN ADELAIDE OF 
ABOUT 1 .3 MILLION, IN TWENTY TO THIRTY YEARS, PROVIDING WE BEGAN 
THE IMMEDIATE PLANNING OF BOTH A NEW CITY TO TAKE UP SURPLUS 
GROWTH, AND OF REGIONAL GROWTH CENTRES ON WHICH TO CONSOLIDATE 
SUCH A RE-ALLOCATION OF URBAN AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND EXPANSION. 
8. 
NOW IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA WE HAVE ALWAYS SUFFERED FROM A POTENTIAL 
COST DISADVANTAGE IN RESPECT OF TRANSPORT. WITH OVER TWO THIRDS 
OF OUR MANUFACTURING PRODUCTS BEING SOLD IN THE EASTERN STATES, 
I T HAS ONLY BEEN OUR RELATIVELY LOWER WAGE STRUCTURE AND OUR 
WORK FORCE'S SKILL THAT HAS ENCOURAGED MANY OF OUR IMPORTANT 
MANUFACTURERS TO ESTABLISH HERE. 
FURTHER, IT WAS ALSO OBVIOUS THAT WHEREVER THE NEW CITY WAS TO BE, 
IT HAD TO BE ABLE TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF ADELAIDE'S INDUSTRIAL BASE. 
AT THIS STAGE IN THE STATE'S DEVELOPMENT, WE KNEW WE COULD NOT 
HOPE IN ANY WAY TC ESTABLISH A COMPLETELY SELF-SUFFICIENT 
MANUFACTURING COMPLEX TO PROVIDE STABLE EMPLOYMENT IN THE NEW CITY. 
(EVEN WERE IT POSSIBLE SUCH A COMPLEX'S PRODUCTS WOULD HAVE TO BE 
SOLD ELSEWHERE.) INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT IS NOT A CORNUCOPIA INTO 
WHICH ONE CAN DIP AT ONE'S LEISURE AND CONVENIENCE. IT OCCURS 
WITHIN QUITE RIGID GUIDELINES AND SPECIFICATIONS, THE RAMIFICATIONS 
OF WHICH ARE BOTH THE NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY. 
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AND 50 FOLLOWING FROM THIS, OUR CHOICE OF SITE-AREA WAS QUITE 
L IMITED. THE NEW CITY HAD TO BE NEAR A MAIN INTERSTATE TRANSPORT 
TRUNK-ROUTE, FAR ENOUGH AWAY FROM ADELAIDE TO ENABLE IT TO BE A 
CITY IN ITS OWN RIGHT, CLOSE ENOUGH TO USE ADELAIDE AS A SUPPLY 
BASE, AND IN A POSITION WHERE WATER SUPPLY WAS EASILY ACHIEVED. 
AS A CONSEQUENCE, WE DETERMINED, PRIOR TO ANY OTHER CONSIDERATION, 
THAT THE GENERAL AREA FROM WHICH A SITE WOULD BE SELECTED, WOULD 
BE IN AN AREA LYING WITHIN A RADIUS OF THIRTY KILOMETRES FROM 
MURRAY BRIDGE. 
AND THE POINT I WISH TO MAKE ABOUT THIS I S , THAT GIVEN THAT A 
NEW CITY WAS NECESSARY TO SLOW DEVELOPMENT IN ADELAIDE, AND 
GIVEN THAT IT HAD TO BE A CITY THAT PROVIDED EMPLOYMENT FOR ITS 
PEOPLE, THE SITE WAS IN A SENSE PREDETERMINED. 
10. 
HOWEVER, THAT WAS ONLY THE FIRST STEP IN WHAT HAS BEEN A COMPLEX 
DEVELOPMENT PROCESS EVEN AT THIS STAGE. HAVING SELECTED THE 
GENERAL AREA, THE STATE PLANNING OFFICE WAS THEN REQUIRED TO STUDY 
IT WITH A VIEW TO SELECTING WHICH INDIVIDUAL AREA OF 1 0 , 0 0 0 
HECTARES (SUBSEQUENTLY ENLARGED TO 1 6 , 0 0 0 ) WOULD BE MOST SUITABLE 
FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NEW CITY . 
IN DOING SO, IT UTILISED THE VERY CONSIDERABLE INVESTIGATIONAL 
ABIL ITY OF STATE AND COMMONWEALTH DEPARTMENTS AND ORGANISATIONS, 
INCLUDING TI.E C . S . I . R . O . AND THE COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF METEOR-
OLOGY. AS A CONSEQUENCE THE SITE WAS SELECTED. IT IS ROUGHLY 
SIXTY-TWO SQUARE MILES OF PLEASANTLY UNDULATING COUNTRY, 
LIGHTLY WOODED IN PARTS, CLOSE TO THE ROUTE OF THE SOUTH-EAST 
FREEWAY, CLOSE TO THE MURRAY BRIDGE-ONKAPARINGA PIPE L I N E , AND 
CAPABLE OF BEING SERVICED BY THE ADELAIDE-MELBOURNE RAILWAY. 
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IN ADDITION, THE SOIL IS SUITABLE FOR BUILDING, THE ESTABLISHMENT' 
OF GARDENS, AND IT HAS GOOD DRAINAGE. 
SO THAT I S , IN A SENSE, WHERE WE STAND NOW. CONSIDERABLE RESEARCH 
WORK, BY BOTH THE STATE AND THE COMMONWEALTH IS UNDERWAY. THE 
COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY HAS ESTABLISHED SIX MICRC-
METEOROLOGICmL STATIONS IN THE AREA TO OBTAIN INFORMATION 
ESSENTIAL TO PLANNING. THE E. &. W.S. DEPARTMENT IS CARRYING OUT 
STUDIES TC ENSURE THAT ADEQUATE SEWERAGE TREATMENT CAN BE 
ESTABLISHED, AND TO MINIMISE WATER POLLUTION, INCLUDING THE 
HANDLING OF SURFACE WATER RUN-OFF. THE STATE PLANNING OFFICE IS 
STUDYING TOPOGRAPHY, VEGETATION AND LANDSCAPE QUALITY OF THE S I T E , 
AND THE SUITABILITY OF DIFFERENT AREAS FOR URBAN DEVELOPMENT. 
STUDIES OF REGIONAL RECREATION FACIL IT IES ARE GOING AHEAD, AND 
DETAILED CONSIDERATION IS BEING GIVEN TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
1 2 . 
TREE NURSERY TO SUPPLY THE NEEDS OF RESIDENTS, PLANNERS AND 
BUILDERS. THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM AND THE NATIONAL PARKS 
AND WILDLIFE SERVICE, SUPPORTED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE ANTHRO-
POLOGICAL SOCIETY AND THE NATURE CONSERVATION SOCIETY, HAVE 
CARRIED OUT AND ARE CONTINUING TO DO SO, SURVEYS OF ABORIGINAL 
RELICS, AN;, I F LOCAL FLORA AND FAUNA, AND ARE .EXAMINING THE 
FRODLEMS LIKELY TO OCCUR THROUGH THE IMPACT OF A LARGE URBAN 
POPULATION ON NEAR-BY AREAS OF BIOLOGICAL, ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND 
HISTORIC IMPORTANCE. IN PARTICULAR, THEY ARE STUDYING EFFECTS 
ON AREAS SUCH AS THE FERRIES, THE McDONALD CONSERVATION PARK, 
AND THE MURRAY RIVER. 
AND THIS IS ONLY THE BEGINNING. A FURTHER AND CONTINUING, NOT 
TO SAY MASSIVE, AMOUNT OF STUDY IS TO BE DONE IN AN ENDEAVOUR 
TO ENSURE THAT THE MISTAKES OF THE PAST, BOTH ENVIRONMENTAL AND 
PLANNING ONES, ARE NOT MADE AGAIN. 
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AT THE MOMENT, THE MURRAY NEW TOWN STEERING COMMITTEE IS CO-
ORDINATING THESE ACTIVITIES AND PROVIDING INDEPENDENT ADVICE. 
IT WILL SHORTLY APPOINT A GENERAL MANAGER TG ASSIST IN THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE PROJECT. IN ADDITION, THE STEERING COMM-
ITTEE HAS INIT IATED RESEARCH PROJECTS TO ASSIST IN DETERMINING:-
* THE TYPE [IF AUTHORITY REQUIRED TO PLAN, CONSTRUCT AND 
OPERATE THE NEW CITY. 
* ITS RELATIONSHIP WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND WAYS BY WHICH 
NEW RESIDENTS IN THE CITY CAN BE QUICKLY INVOLVED IN THE 
DECISION MAKING. 
* THE MOST SUITABLE TYPES OF LAND TENURE FOR RESIDENTIAL, 
INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL USE. 
1 4 . 
* INCENTIVES FOR THE NEW CITY (AND DISINCENTIVES FOR 
ADELAIDE'S METROPOLITAN AREA) TO ENSURE THAT A WIDE 
RANGE OF COMMERCE, INDUSTRY, EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS AND 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND INSTRUMENTALITIES, ARE 
LOCATED THERE TO PROVIDE THE BROADEST POSSIBLE BASE 
FOR EMPLOYMENT AND EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES. 
* THE SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS INHERENT IN THE ESTABLISHMENT 
FROM'SCRATCH' OF A NEW URBAN REGION. 
WHEN THE NEW TOWN AUTHORITY HAS BEEN SELECTED AND GIVEN 
LEGISLATIVE BACKING, THE STEERING COMMITTEE IS TO BE PHASED OUT. 
IT WILL THEN BE THE AUTHORITY'S JOD, WORKING WITH STATE AND 
FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS, TO MAKE WHAT WE HOPE WILL BE ONE OF 
AUSTRALIA'S MOST ATTRACTIVE AND ENVIRONMENTALLY STABLE C I T I E S . 
IT WILL BE SEPARATED FROM ADELAIDE BY AN EFFECTIVELY MAINTAINED 
GREEN BELT. I T ' S BORDERS WILL NOT BE ENCROACHED UPON BY PRIVATE 
DEVELOPERS OR SPECULATORS. AND, PERHAPS MOST IMPORTANTLY, 
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IT WILL PRDEADLY BE UNLIKE ANY OTHER CITY IN AUSTRALIA IN ITS 
DESIGN. 
FDR THE FACT IS THAT MURRAY'S CLIMATE AND SITE COULD DEMAND 
AN ENTIRELY DIFFERENT TYPE OF CITY FROM THAT WHICH HAS 
DEVELOPED IN AUSTRALIA OVER THE PAST 150 YEARS. GIVEN THE CURRENT 
STATE OF THE ART OF CITY PLANNING, I WOULD EXPECT A CITY VERY 
STRONGLY ORIENTED TOWARDS PEDESTRIAN AND PUDLIC TRANSPORT 
COMMUNICATION, WITH A VARIETY OF HOUSING STYLES AND STREET-SCAPES 
THAT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE LOCAL WIND, SUN AND RAIN CONFIGURATIONS. 
UNLIKE MANY AUSTRALIAN CITIES - WHETHER IN TASMANIA OR IN THE 
OUTBACK - IT WILL NOT SEEK TO REPRODUCE SOME KIND OF VARIATION 
ON SOME KIND OF IDEAL EUROPEAN LIVING STYLE. RATHER, IT WILL 
ACCEPT WHAT PERHAPS ONLY THE EARLY SETTLERS HAVE SO FAR, AND THAT 
IS THE VICISSITUDES OF OUR WEATHER, ITS WIDELY SEPARATED 
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EXTREMES OF TEMPERATURE, ITS FAULTS AND ITS DELIGHTFUL 
ADVANTAGES. 
SO WE CAN PROBABLY EXPECT A SHADY, COMPACT, WALKABLE, EASY-TO-
L I V E - I N CITY. FURTHER, I WOULD EXPECT, GIVEN THE CURRENT 
THINKING IN THIS REGARD, THAT IT WILL BE THE FIRST CITY TO 
UNDERSTAND THE BEAUTY AND ENVIRONMENTAL ADVANTAGE OF AUSTRALIAN 
NATIVE FLORA - A CITY IN WHICH PEOPLE (APART PERHAPS FROM 
INVETERATE GARDENERS OF VEGETABLES AND FRUIT) WILL FIND THAT A 
MUCH LOWER SCALE OF WATER CONSUMPTION OR WORK IS NEEDED IN THEIR 
PARKS, STREETS, COURTYARDS AND PLAY AREAS, BECAUSE THE TREES, 
SHRUBS, PLANTS AND GRA5SES DELONG TO THE LAND THEY GROW I N . 
FOR THE FACT IS THAT AFTER ALL THE PLANNING IS DONE, AND ALL THE 
STRATEGIES ARE WORKED OUT, AND ALL THE RESOURCES ALLOCATED,WHAT WE 
CAN EXPECT IN MURRAY IS A NEW VISION OF THE AUSTRALIAN CITY -
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ONE THAT.TAKES WITH IT THE BEST OF WHAT WE HAVE IN SDCIAL 
PLANNING AND FAMILY CONVENIENCE, AND GIVES IT A NEW, REFRESHED 
AND RATIONAL PLACE IN THE SUN. 
TO THIS TASK, AS TO MANY OTHERS NOT TOUCHED ON, YOU ARE DENT 
AT THIS SUMMER SCHOOL. I TRUST THAT WE ALL CAN LEARN FROM 
YOUR STUDIES OVER THE NEXT TWO WEEKS. 
THANK YOU 
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